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Seton’s Buddy System

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish - 2nd Grade Book Drive

SCHOOL

TRIPS

Summer 2016 

It has been a very productive and joyful school year!  Our students have moved on to their 
summer vacation and the school staff is now enjoying a well-deserved break. 

Here are some special news highlights since our last Seton Newsletter in November.

Last fall on November 13th, we were blessed to welcome Fr. Gregory Boyle, founder and Executive 
Director of Homeboy Industries, the largest gang intervention, rehabilitation and re-entry program in the United States, now in its 
25th year.  Author of the NY Times bestselling book, Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion, Fr. Boyle shared 
many inspiring stories about his ministry to the marginalized to a full auditorium.   It was a memorable evening to raise money for 
our school programs.

Later that month, the school received a very generous gift from Fr. John Hester - a $200,000 technology endowment.  This gift will 
insure that we can continue to upgrade our Technology equipment over many years to come.  We are very grateful to Fr. Hester for 
his continued support of Seton School.  He’s one of a kind!

Former Secretary of State, George Shultz made his annual visit to Seton on 
November 17th to present two 8th graders with the Shultz Award, given for 
outstanding citizenship each year.  He addressed the student body and later 
spoke with the winners and finalists, answering their questions and inspiring 
them with his stories. Secretary Shultz has generously taken time out of his 
busy schedule to visit Seton for many years, and we look forward seeing him 
during the fall.

Bishop McGrath visited Seton on December 
2nd.  He spent the morning visiting the 
classrooms to speak with the children and 
staff and joined us for a special luncheon.  It 
is always a pleasure to be in his presence.  He 
lifted everyone’s spirits!  His dedication to the 
educational ministry of the Diocese of San Jose 
is much appreciated.  

As I shared in the November newsletter, we 
were fortunate to have a new audio-visual system installed in our auditorium last summer.  It was 
put to good use for our weekly student assemblies and to share videos with our students.  We 
showed the classic film The Wizard of Oz to grades 1 through 8 in March in preparation for our 
Spring Concert, which featured music from this film, as well as The Wiz and the Broadway musical 
Wicked.   We took the 8th Graders to see Wicked in San Francisco on March 16th.  It was an exciting 
experience for them to see professional live theater. This field trip was made possible by a music grant.  
The students’ Oz experiences culminated in a very successful Spring Concert in May.  

Sr. Chris Maggi, the Education Councilor for the Daughters of Charity, who 
has ministered to the DOC schools for the past six years, is moving to a new 
position for the Daughters of Charity Foundation beginning July 1st.  Sr. Chris 
has been an inspiring leader and support to Seton.  We will miss her next year 
and wish her the best in her new position of leadership at the foundation.

I wish you all an enjoyable summer with gratitude as always for remembering 
our students with your gifts of prayer, talent and treasure.

Blessings,

Ms. Evelyn M. Rosa 
Principal

Principal’s CornerWho’s New to the Seton Team?

Carmel Caligaris has joined the Seton Team as our new Director of Advancement. 
Carmel comes from a corporate background – working for more than 15 years as 

a Director of Marketing in the field of laser design for medical, industrial, and scientific 
applications. Carmel also recently taught math, science and was the Religion Coordinator for St. Elizabeth Seton 
School. Knowing our students well and having a teaching, research, and marketing background should serve her 
well in this new role. On a personal level, Carmel is married with four children; a long-distance runner and a 
member of the Santa Clara Quilting Guild ………welcome Carmel!

Fr. Boyle and Ms. Rosa

Secretary George Shultz with the 8th Graders

Our new interactive projectors have been a big hit this academic year.
Not only do they make learning fun, super clear and really come to life, but the 
pace of learning has notably increased – and our students want to keep up!

“My students love the new projectors. It does require some additional planning 
to come with particular images or movies that work well with an interactive 
approach, but it’s so easy to get the whole class to be fully attentive and 
definitely saves on paper!” -  Ms. Cauley, 5th Grade teacher.

Our 8th Grade students were able to visit and bring gifts 
to children at the Stanford Children’s Hospital.  A walk 
from the school campus to the hospital made a huge 
positive impact on our students. They became keenly 
aware that there are others with even greater needs in 
our local community.  A thoughtful action and a life-
changing moment for our students – we hope to repeat 
this field trip with other grades in the future.

This past year, our 8th Grade students paired with the 
2nd Graders, and our 5th Grade students paired with the 
1st Graders to work on a variety of projects. The older 
students were excited to have the opportunity to support 
the younger ones, and of course the younger students 
were delighted to work with ‘the big kids’.  We plan to 
expand this program next year.

Thank you to the parishioners from St. Albert the Great, Our Lady of the Rosary and  
St. Thomas Aquinas who supported our school throughout the 
school year.  In particular, we’d like to thank you for the recent 
Summer Book Drive.

At the Books Drive’s conclusion just before the summer break, 
beautifully wrapped packages were distributed to our 2nd 
Grade students.   Each child received a generous stack of books, 
matched to their reading level, to encourage them to keep 

reading throughout the long summer break. There was much excitement in 2nd Grade 
that particular day! We really do appreciate all that you do for us!

We were able to attend more trips this year thanks to generous support from 
the Daughters of Charity. We select field trips to not only align with their 
California curriculum, but also in an effort to expose our students to new 
experiences. For many of our students, these field trips are a first!

Technology Update

Service Outreach
8th Grade - A trip to a San Francisco 
Theater to see Wicked.

7th Grade  - Field trip to Santa Clara 
University to meet Professor and author 
Francisco Jimenez.

5th Grade - A day at AT&T Park to see 
the home of the SF Giants.

Your Needed Support!
1. Purchasing world maps and 

additional teaching supplies for 
classrooms.

2. Purchasing and installing a much 
needed Interactive Projector and 
Apple TV into the Science Lab.

3. Purchasing earthquake 
preparedness supplies for each 
student - a comprehensive 
emergency supply pack, along with 
enough food and water to ensure 
that the needs of our students are 
met in the event of an earthquake.

Bishop McGrath

The Wizard of Oz Sr. Chris Maggi
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We wish all our graduates much success. They’re off to a 
great start, having been accepted into so many prestigious 
high schools; Bellarmine, Belmont, Cristo Rey, Everest, 
Menlo-Atherton, Notre Dame Belmont, Sacred Heart, St. 
Francis and Summit. 

A huge and heartfelt thank you to the Daughters of 
Charity and our sponsors - without your prayers and 
financial support none of this would be possible.

St. Elizabeth Seton School is  
dedicated to offering  
a Catholic education  

to children from  
under-resourced communities 

regardless of the family’s  
ability to pay tuition
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 “SETON SCRAMBLE FOR STUDENTS”

22nd annual charity  
golf tournament and auction 
benefiting St. Elizabeth Seton 

School students

Monday, May 15, 2017
Stanford University 

Golf Course

Please join us!
More information can be found  

on our website: 

www.setonpaloalto.org

SAVE THE DATE for 
our 22nd annual

You can also register online via Facebook! 
Search for St. Elizabeth Seton School or visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/stseton Once at our 
page simply scroll down and click on Seton's 
golf logo.

A memorable graduation dinner and dance with parents, graduates and 
teachers, a spiritual and emotional 8th grade retreat, and a final graduating 
school mass with Fr. Matt all made for an outstanding graduation for the 
Class of 2016. It was a bittersweet moment, as most of our students have been 
together for several years, many from Kindergarten through the 8th Grade. 
Faculty and staff have had the joy of watching each student blossom into the 
young adults that they are today. Graduation is a time when we all stop and take 
a moment to fully appreciate and really value the close friendships that have 
been formed along the way. It’s encouraging to know that with social media it’s 
easy to stay connected. 

Thank You for Participating in our
21st Annual Golf Tournament!

 “THE 2016 SETON SCRAMBLE FOR STUDENTS”

How wonderful to see our best ever turn out for the Seton School Annual Golf Tournament. Not only a beautiful and 
challenging course, but a spectacular setting at Stanford’s golf links and an enjoyable reception to follow. Fun was 
had by all, and we trust new friendships were forged. Thank you to so many that planned and attended the event 
this year, as well as to those who bid at and donated to the auction held later that day. We raised over $40,000 and 
rest assured that all the funds will go directly towards programs that will enrich our students’ education.

Save the Date:  Next year’s Seton Scramble of Students: Monday, May 15th, 2017
This year’s funds will go directly to financing much needed student scholarships, as well as  

general support of the school.

Thank you to all!
Sponsors:  

William Campbell Foundation, 
Honorable George Shultz, 

Arey Jones, 
Royal Glass Company, 

Dalton Management, Deras Inc. 
Midtown Realty, 

Lund-Pearson-McLaughlin, 
Palo Alto Weekly and 
Patsons Media Group.

2016 Golf Committee: 
Jim McLaughlin, Barbara Kent,  

Eliane Neukermans, Carolyn 
Brennan, Mary Ratner, Sr. Paule,  

Peter Norona, Ellen Maguire,  
Theresa Barragan, Evelyn Rosa.

Special thanks to:  
Carolyn Brennan who captured all 

the group photos this year!

From left: Les DeWitt, Carolyn Brennan, 
Alan Aranha, Seton Alumni: Ivan Barragan, Father George Aranha


